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PETER HALLEY 
ALESSANDRO MENDINI 
 
 
 
New York artist PETER HALLEY and Italian architect and designer ALESSANDRO MENDINI 
will exhibit their latest collaborative project at Mary Boone Gallery, 745 Fifth Avenue, from 
2 May to 29 June 2013.  
 
The exhibition will feature nine new Halley paintings installed on digitally-printed wallpaper 
designed by Mendini in his atelier in Milan, Italy.  
  
Halley’s paintings continue to use his now-iconic cell and prison imagery, however, now 
with a satirical, playful tone. Compact in size (no dimension is greater than five feet), his 
once-grounded structures are now seemingly suspended from their conduits or hover 
freely above their solid backgrounds. Mendini’s brightly colored wallpaper is printed in 
three different meter-wide modules, which are repeated in varying sequences around the 
Gallery. Halley, who has long been interested in the interaction between his paintings and 
architecture, invited Mendini to design this wall mural to create an intense interaction 
between his painting and the architectural setting created by Mendini’s intervention. 
 
This exhibition is the first collaboration in the United States for Halley and Mendini. Two 
previous projects also paired paintings by Halley and wall-works by Mendini. In 2005, as 
designer of the Byblos Art Hotel in Verona, Italy, Mendini painted a wall mural to 
accompany Halley’s two commissioned paintings. Subsequently, in 2008, Halley and 
Mendini first collaborated on an installation at Galleria Massimo Minini in Brescia, Italy. For 
this site-specific work, the artist and architect, responding to each other’s email sketches, 
developed an immersive environment with Halley’s paintings exhibited against Mendini’s 
dynamic wall mural. At Mary Boone Gallery in New York, the two have paired once again 
on an installation -- their email exchanges of designs and samples provoking a dialogue 
about their mutual influences, creative practice, and the space of the Gallery. 
 
PETER HALLEY was first recognized in the mid-1980s for his high-keyed austere paintings 
that diagram contemporary social space. Since the mid-1990s, he has also created site-
specific installations integrating his work in painting with digitally produced wall prints. He 
was awarded the Frank Jewett Mather Award for excellence in art criticism by the College 
Art Association in 2001 for his critical essays addressing art and societal change. He 
served as the Director of Graduate Studies in Painting and Printmaking at the Yale School 
of Art from 2002 to 2011. From 1996 to 2005 he published index magazine, featuring in-

FRANCESCO CLEMENTE
Two Tents
6 November to 20 December 2014

On 6 November 2014 Mary Boone Gallery will open at its Chelsea location Two Tents,  
an exhibition of new work by FRANCESCO CLEMENTE.

A tent fulfills a fundamental human need for shelter, yet nomadic peoples throughout 
history have fashioned them not only for physical protection, but as a psychic refuge. 
Francesco Clemente has spent his forty-year career as a nomad, proceeding from his 
native Italy and alighting for extended periods in New York, Brazil, and India. The 
quest manifest in his work is for an understanding of the self that traverses geography 
and civilizations.

Here Clemente presents Angels’ Tent and Devil’s Tent, a pair of voluminous Mughal-
style canvas tents – each ten feet high and twenty feet wide – that square off with 
one another in the main Gallery space. Created in cooperation with craftspersons in 
Jodhpur, India, the tent exteriors are richly painted, decorated, and embroidered with 
repeating wave or cloud-like formations that give the effect of opulent camouflage. 
Clemente has painted every surface of the interior of each tent with pertinent imagery. 
The Angels’ Tent features angels reclining on plinths amid symbols of weightlessness – 
rainbows, umbrellas, leaves, netting – all in the intense pastel colors of Holi pigments. 
Darker hues define the Devil’s Tent, where earth-bound subjects dominate: skeleton, 
suited men in monocle and top hat, bees and honeycomb, a firing brick kiln. Clemente 
brilliantly evokes the potent opposing forces that define human nature and beliefs.

A group of twenty-five works on handmade paper created in Delhi in 2013-2014 
combine Clemente’s distinctive execution of watercolor with Indian miniature painting. 
The figural subjects portray the breadth of sensual, emotional and spiritual experience. 
Intricate gold patterns added by traditional artisans give the backgrounds the 
shimmering look of Indian silk brocades.

Also on view in New York concurrent with the exhibition is Francesco Clemente: Inspired 
by India at the Rubin Museum of Art. This show affords a deeper understanding of 
Clemente’s long engagement with the culture and artistic practices of India.

The Mary Boone Gallery exhibition, at 541 West 24 Street, is on view through 20 
December 2014. For further information, please contact Ron Warren at the Gallery,  
or visit our website www.maryboonegallery.com.


