
M A R Y  B O O N E  G A L L E R Y  
7 4 5  F I F T H  A V E N U E  N E W  Y O R K ,  N Y  1 0 1 5 1 .  2 1 2 . 7 5 2 . 2 9 2 9  

 
 
 
 

PETER HALLEY 
ALESSANDRO MENDINI 
 
 
 
New York artist PETER HALLEY and Italian architect and designer ALESSANDRO MENDINI 
will exhibit their latest collaborative project at Mary Boone Gallery, 745 Fifth Avenue, from 
2 May to 29 June 2013.  
 
The exhibition will feature nine new Halley paintings installed on digitally-printed wallpaper 
designed by Mendini in his atelier in Milan, Italy.  
  
Halley’s paintings continue to use his now-iconic cell and prison imagery, however, now 
with a satirical, playful tone. Compact in size (no dimension is greater than five feet), his 
once-grounded structures are now seemingly suspended from their conduits or hover 
freely above their solid backgrounds. Mendini’s brightly colored wallpaper is printed in 
three different meter-wide modules, which are repeated in varying sequences around the 
Gallery. Halley, who has long been interested in the interaction between his paintings and 
architecture, invited Mendini to design this wall mural to create an intense interaction 
between his painting and the architectural setting created by Mendini’s intervention. 
 
This exhibition is the first collaboration in the United States for Halley and Mendini. Two 
previous projects also paired paintings by Halley and wall-works by Mendini. In 2005, as 
designer of the Byblos Art Hotel in Verona, Italy, Mendini painted a wall mural to 
accompany Halley’s two commissioned paintings. Subsequently, in 2008, Halley and 
Mendini first collaborated on an installation at Galleria Massimo Minini in Brescia, Italy. For 
this site-specific work, the artist and architect, responding to each other’s email sketches, 
developed an immersive environment with Halley’s paintings exhibited against Mendini’s 
dynamic wall mural. At Mary Boone Gallery in New York, the two have paired once again 
on an installation -- their email exchanges of designs and samples provoking a dialogue 
about their mutual influences, creative practice, and the space of the Gallery. 
 
PETER HALLEY was first recognized in the mid-1980s for his high-keyed austere paintings 
that diagram contemporary social space. Since the mid-1990s, he has also created site-
specific installations integrating his work in painting with digitally produced wall prints. He 
was awarded the Frank Jewett Mather Award for excellence in art criticism by the College 
Art Association in 2001 for his critical essays addressing art and societal change. He 
served as the Director of Graduate Studies in Painting and Printmaking at the Yale School 
of Art from 2002 to 2011. From 1996 to 2005 he published index magazine, featuring in-

ALEXANDER KALETSKI
Red Carpet
30 October to 20 December 2014

On 30 October 2014, Mary Boone Gallery, in cooperation with Anna Zorina Gallery,  
will open at its Fifth Avenue location Red Carpet, an exhibition of works by  
ALEXANDER KALETSKI. 

This new body of work captures the artist’s unique peripheral perspective on an 
American culture fueled by celebrities, fame and red carpet iconicity. Although riddled 
with underlying commentary, the work evades conceptual heavy handedness - a 
testament to Kaletski’s sly wit and refined artistry.

The artist’s formative years were spent in the Soviet Russia where red embodied 
authority. The color was used pervasively in propaganda to depict dictators with an  
aura of distinction and dominance. Bold red symbolized devotion to Communist 
ideology and nationalism. Constantly surrounded by slogans and flags, Kaletski grew 
bitter toward the ubiquitous color. Upon moving to America, the color took on a 
different meaning. Red no longer represented dictatorship, but instead symbolized 
entertainment, sexuality, fame and luxury.

With Red Carpet, Kaletski has produced a collection of paintings that not only are 
humorous, sophisticated and thought provoking, but also complex and culturally telling. 
Each painting begins with an abstract form created through the interaction of a drippy 
white background and the deep red path, creating a diminishing perspective. The 
resulting passageway is dually suggestive of a journey to nowhere and an entrance  
into a lifestyle of glamour and success.

After decades of living in New York, Kaletski no longer sees red as solely indicative  
of political sentiments, but more profoundly as a celebration of American optimism. 
The red carpet broadens the horizon and lures one to accomplish seemingly impossible 
goals. His new red emphasizes both the achievement of success as well as the 
contingencies of life on a pedestal.

The exhibition, at 745 Fifth Avenue, is on view through 20 December 2014 and will  
run concurrent with a show of the Artist’s work at Anna Zorina Gallery in Chelsea.  
For further information, please contact Ron Warren at the Gallery, or visit our website 
www.maryboonegallery.com.


