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PETER HALLEY 
ALESSANDRO MENDINI 
 
 
 
New York artist PETER HALLEY and Italian architect and designer ALESSANDRO MENDINI 
will exhibit their latest collaborative project at Mary Boone Gallery, 745 Fifth Avenue, from 
2 May to 29 June 2013.  
 
The exhibition will feature nine new Halley paintings installed on digitally-printed wallpaper 
designed by Mendini in his atelier in Milan, Italy.  
  
Halley’s paintings continue to use his now-iconic cell and prison imagery, however, now 
with a satirical, playful tone. Compact in size (no dimension is greater than five feet), his 
once-grounded structures are now seemingly suspended from their conduits or hover 
freely above their solid backgrounds. Mendini’s brightly colored wallpaper is printed in 
three different meter-wide modules, which are repeated in varying sequences around the 
Gallery. Halley, who has long been interested in the interaction between his paintings and 
architecture, invited Mendini to design this wall mural to create an intense interaction 
between his painting and the architectural setting created by Mendini’s intervention. 
 
This exhibition is the first collaboration in the United States for Halley and Mendini. Two 
previous projects also paired paintings by Halley and wall-works by Mendini. In 2005, as 
designer of the Byblos Art Hotel in Verona, Italy, Mendini painted a wall mural to 
accompany Halley’s two commissioned paintings. Subsequently, in 2008, Halley and 
Mendini first collaborated on an installation at Galleria Massimo Minini in Brescia, Italy. For 
this site-specific work, the artist and architect, responding to each other’s email sketches, 
developed an immersive environment with Halley’s paintings exhibited against Mendini’s 
dynamic wall mural. At Mary Boone Gallery in New York, the two have paired once again 
on an installation -- their email exchanges of designs and samples provoking a dialogue 
about their mutual influences, creative practice, and the space of the Gallery. 
 
PETER HALLEY was first recognized in the mid-1980s for his high-keyed austere paintings 
that diagram contemporary social space. Since the mid-1990s, he has also created site-
specific installations integrating his work in painting with digitally produced wall prints. He 
was awarded the Frank Jewett Mather Award for excellence in art criticism by the College 
Art Association in 2001 for his critical essays addressing art and societal change. He 
served as the Director of Graduate Studies in Painting and Printmaking at the Yale School 
of Art from 2002 to 2011. From 1996 to 2005 he published index magazine, featuring in-

ROBERT POLIDORI

On 7 September 2013, Mary Boone Gallery, in cooperation with Edwynn Houk Gallery, 
will open at its Chelsea location Versailles, photographs from the acclaimed series by 
ROBERT POLIDORI depicting the Château de Versailles.

Robert Polidori is one of the world’s foremost photographers of human environments. 
From Havana, to Chernobyl, to New Orleans, his large format images, through exquisite 
composition, detail, and color, capture the essence of a place. He began his now over 
twenty-five year fascination with Versailles after winning in the mid-1980s an exclusive 
contract to document the restoration of the Seventeenth Century palace.

The photographs in the exhibition were taken between 1985 and 2010.  They captivate 
in their depiction of stately rooms made unassuming by disarray, sumptuous finishes 
worn and faded, and evidence of tender practical concerns and solutions in the face of 
grandiosity. Even though the people who maintain and occupy these interiors are never 
seen, their presence is acutely felt. But the photographs are not merely records of the 
present: Polidori evokes the aspirations and endeavors by both monarchs and laborers 
over past centuries. Time becomes unfixed and history feels relevant to today.

The exhibition, at 541 West 24 Street, will remain on view through 26 October 2013. 
For further information, please contact Ron Warren at the Gallery, or visit our website 
www.maryboonegallery.com.


