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PETER HALLEY 
ALESSANDRO MENDINI 
 
 
 
New York artist PETER HALLEY and Italian architect and designer ALESSANDRO MENDINI 
will exhibit their latest collaborative project at Mary Boone Gallery, 745 Fifth Avenue, from 
2 May to 29 June 2013.  
 
The exhibition will feature nine new Halley paintings installed on digitally-printed wallpaper 
designed by Mendini in his atelier in Milan, Italy.  
  
Halley’s paintings continue to use his now-iconic cell and prison imagery, however, now 
with a satirical, playful tone. Compact in size (no dimension is greater than five feet), his 
once-grounded structures are now seemingly suspended from their conduits or hover 
freely above their solid backgrounds. Mendini’s brightly colored wallpaper is printed in 
three different meter-wide modules, which are repeated in varying sequences around the 
Gallery. Halley, who has long been interested in the interaction between his paintings and 
architecture, invited Mendini to design this wall mural to create an intense interaction 
between his painting and the architectural setting created by Mendini’s intervention. 
 
This exhibition is the first collaboration in the United States for Halley and Mendini. Two 
previous projects also paired paintings by Halley and wall-works by Mendini. In 2005, as 
designer of the Byblos Art Hotel in Verona, Italy, Mendini painted a wall mural to 
accompany Halley’s two commissioned paintings. Subsequently, in 2008, Halley and 
Mendini first collaborated on an installation at Galleria Massimo Minini in Brescia, Italy. For 
this site-specific work, the artist and architect, responding to each other’s email sketches, 
developed an immersive environment with Halley’s paintings exhibited against Mendini’s 
dynamic wall mural. At Mary Boone Gallery in New York, the two have paired once again 
on an installation -- their email exchanges of designs and samples provoking a dialogue 
about their mutual influences, creative practice, and the space of the Gallery. 
 
PETER HALLEY was first recognized in the mid-1980s for his high-keyed austere paintings 
that diagram contemporary social space. Since the mid-1990s, he has also created site-
specific installations integrating his work in painting with digitally produced wall prints. He 
was awarded the Frank Jewett Mather Award for excellence in art criticism by the College 
Art Association in 2001 for his critical essays addressing art and societal change. He 
served as the Director of Graduate Studies in Painting and Printmaking at the Yale School 
of Art from 2002 to 2011. From 1996 to 2005 he published index magazine, featuring in-

LIU XIAODONG

On 5 September 2013, Mary Boone Gallery will open at its Fifth Avenue location  
In Between Israel and Palestine, a series of recent paintings by LIU XIAODONG.

Liu Xiaodong combines expressive on-site painting, drawing, film, photography, and diary 
keeping to examine situations of social, cultural, religious, and ethnic complexities in his 
native China and other areas of the world. Previous projects have led him and his small 
team to establish a temporary studio in the Qinghai-Tibet plateau and Yan’ Guan County 
in China (works from these series were exhibited at Mary Boone Gallery in 2008 and 2010 
respectively), as well as Thailand, Cuba, Japan, Italy, and Austria.
    
With this auspicious working method, Liu Xiaodong was invited to participate in Host & 
Guest, a program of exhibitions and events at the Tel Aviv Museum of Art from May-June 
2013 which explored the concept of dominance and co-existence through the charged 
context of Israel and Palestine. In April 2013, Liu Xiaodong and his crew traveled through 
Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, Hebron and Ramallah, interacting with the local inhabitants 
and penetrating their surroundings in an effort to understand their everyday lives and 
concerns.

The current exhibition consists of eighteen small diptych paintings completed on this 
quest, as well as two larger single canvas works. Liu Xiaodong conveys his experiences by 
focusing on details that reveal a common humanity; he avoids engaging a tense moment 
or taking sides. The diptych format visually underscores the omnipresent cultural divide 
and its effect on the region and its people: a gap cuts through an image of a young 
girl intently studying the Quran, the stark rise of the West Bank wall, a group feasting 
outdoors, a rusted iron window grate, or, in the surprising final work, monochrome panels 
of Israeli blue sky (or sea) and sand. 

In Between Israel and Palestine, at 745 Fifth Avenue, will remain on view through 26 
October 2013. A fully illustrated catalogue including Liu Xiaodong’s Israel/Palestine diary, 
sketches and documentary photographs, and an essay by Hou Hanru, guest curator at 
the Tel Aviv project, will accompany the exhibition. For further information, please contact 
Ron Warren at the Gallery, or visit our website www.maryboonegallery.com.


